 February 22nd, 2011 @ 7:00 P.M.
Township Board of Commissioners held their regular monthly meeting on the above date and time at 629 N. Gov. Printz Blvd., Essington, PA 19029 with Thomas J. Giancristoforo, President, presiding.  Present:





Dennis R. Arthur, Vice-President




Michael J. Messina, Commissioner





Pat Barr, Commissioner





Lisa E. Edmiston, Commissioner

Jean L. McCoy, Secretary

David D. Schreiber, Manager






Sam S. Auslander, Esq., Solicitor





James W. MacCombie, P.E.
President Giancristoforo called the meeting to order, all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Father Orth from St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Church gave the invocation.
* * * * * * * * * * * * 
PROMOTION OF POLICE Officers from Corporal to Sergeant

President Giancristoforo asked Superintendent Ralph Slatten and Officer Stephen M. Edmiston and Officer James Y. Simpkins to come forward.

ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Dennis Arthur to promote Township police Corporal Stephen M. Edmiston to the rank of Sergeant within the Tinicum Township Police Department, subject to receipt of satisfactory written reports of his physical and psychological examinations by a majority roll call vote.

Ms. Edmiston abstained, because her husband is a Police Officer.
ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Pat Barr to promote Township Police Corporal James Y. Simpkins to the rank of Sergeant within the Tinicum Township Police Department, subject to receipt of satisfactory written reports of his physical and psychological examination by a majority roll call vote.  
Ms. Edmiston abstained, because her husband is a Police Officer.
Corporal Edmiston and Corporal Simpkins were congratulated and presented with their new shirts with                  .
The meeting was paused for a few moments for pictures.

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Pat Barr to recess the normal monthly meeting, so that the Township can reopen the Special Public Hearing, continued from Tuesday, February 15th, 2011 by a unanimous voice vote.
* * * * * * * * * * * *

CONTINUATION OF SPECIAL PUBLIC HEARING

APPLICANT:  ALLY EQUIPMENT
This is a continuation of a Special Public Hearing which was continued from Tuesday, February 15th, 2011.
Additional testimony was presented and questions were asked and answered.

Mr. Auslander noted that the Board had 45 days to render a decision.  However, he asked the Board if they wished to consider a motion this evening.

Mr. Giancristoforo asked for a motion to approve the application.

ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Dennis Arthur to approve the special use of 33 Industrial Highway, as an industrial equipment rental facility, subject to compliance with all zoning, state, and local ordinances, along with MS4 requirements by a unanimous roll call vote.
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

President Giancristoforo reopened the February Monthly Meeting.

ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Lisa Edmiston, the minutes of the Commissioners Monthly Meeting were accepted and approved, by a unanimous voice vote.
President Giancristoforo reported that all members had received copies of the Treasurer’s and Secretary’s Report of Receipts.  There being no questions;

ON A MOTION by Dennis Arthur, second by Lisa Edmiston the reports were accepted and approved as submitted, by a unanimous voice vote.

President Giancristoforo reported that all members had received the list of bills for the month of 

February 2011.  There being no questions;  

ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Pat Barr, the bill list will be paid for the month of February 2011 by a unanimous voice vote.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ADMINISTRATION, LAW, ORDINANCE, PUBLIC SAFETY AND FINANCE – Thomas J. Giancristoforo, Jr., Chairman 
Extension of Stevens Airport Realty Associates, LP Land Development Plan
This agenda item was tabled.
Tax Assessment Appeal of Majestic Holdings, LLC

ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Lisa Edmiston to authorize the Solicitor to enter into a stipulation to settle the tax assessment appeal of Majestic Holdings, LLC with regard to the property located at 45 Governor Printz Blvd. in Tinicum Township, reducing the assessment for Tax Year commencing January 1st, 2010 to $6,743,000.00 and increasing the assessment effective January 1st, 2011 to $8,025,000.00 by a unanimous roll call vote.
Letter of Extension, Land Development Application – Four Individuals
ON A MOTION by Pat Barr, second by Michael Messina to approve the extension of time with which a decision must be rendered on the Land Development Application of the Four Individuals until June 30th, 2011 by a unanimous roll call vote.
Advertisement in Tinicum Township Fire Company Banquet Book
ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Lisa Edmiston to approve a full page advertisement in the Tinicum Township Fire Company Banquet Book in the amount of $100.00 by a majority roll call vote.  Mr. Messina, Aye; Mrs. Edmiston, Aye; Mr. Arthur, Aye; Mr. Barr, Aye, Mr. Giancristoforo, Abstain.  
Mr. Giancristoforo abstained because he is President of the Fire Company.

Amendment to Minutes of November 2010 Meeting
ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Dennis Arthur to amend the November 2010 Meeting Minutes to read as follows:

ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Dennis Arthur to retain Ms. Barbara Lichman of the law firm of Chevalier, Lichman and Allen of Costa Mesa, California to represent Tinicum Township in challenging the FAA Record of Decision with the Capacity Enhancement Plan at a rate of $300.00 per hour by a unanimous roll call vote.
Appointments to Township Boards
ON A MOTION by Pat Barr, second by Lisa Edmiston to reappoint Paul Eckert to the Tinicum Township Recreation Board for a full five year term by a unanimous roll call vote. 

Purchase of Previously Owned Vehicles to be used as Township Utility Vehicle/Code Enforcement
ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Pat Barr to solicit bids on previously owned vehicles to be used as a code enforcement or Township utility vehicle, the specifications of which will be determined by the Township Manager and Solicitor by a unanimous roll call vote.  
Code Enforcement Officer – January, 2011 Report 
The Code Enforcement Officer issued:

 57 Certificates of Occupancy for a total of  $3,200.00
 8  Building Permits for a total of  $141,385.00, which includes a check for BP-140-10A in the

     amount of $138,700.00.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Police, Fire, and Buildings: Michael J. Messina, Chairman:

POLICE REPORT:

Fines collected for the month ofJanuary2011:
Township Fines $11,947.08  Out of that amount $255.00 were Parking Tickets

The department handled  839 incidents and made  56 criminal arrests.

 49 of those criminal arrests were adult

 7   of those criminal arrests were juveniles.  Of the Juveniles:

 2   of those were referred to Juvenile Court or Probation Department
 5  of the juveniles were referred to Criminal or Adult Court
 5 animals were taken into custody 
FIRE COMPANY REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY, 2011
Tinicum Township Fire Company

January 2011
Tinicum Township Fire Company responded to a total of  61 Fire Calls.  Average personnel per call  7  .  Hours in service  29   hours and  49  minutes.
Fire Report for Year 2010
Tinicum Township Fire Company responded to a total of  482 Fire Alarms with  4,468 members responding.  Hours in service  240  hours and  12 minutes with a property loss of  $0.00 and a content loss of  $0.00.
Top Ten Runners for Year 2011

1.
Gramiak


32

2.
Buschmeier


30

3.
Lee, Sr.


26

4.
Lee, Jr.



25

5.
Moore



21

6.
Lincoln


18

7.
Ellis



17

8.
Watkins


14

9.
Powley & Clarke, Jr.

(no figures given)
10.
Mendorp, J.


(no figures given)
lic Works, Highways, Railroads & Airport: Lisa E. Edmiston, Chairman
Monthly Report – Highway Department
1.
Repaired PennDOT truck in-house
2.
Cleaned all storm drains

3.
Snow Storm of January 26th & 27th, 2011:

Total Man Hours

92

Salt Used


38 tons

4.
Cold patch used for repairs – 1.5 tons

5.
Trash removal for the month of January 2011:


Regular Trash

-
177.62 tons


Heavy Trash

-
11.2 tons


Christmas trees
-
7.28 tons
Mrs. Edmiston thanked Mr. Walt Lee and each member of the Highway Department for their efforts in removing snow and ice from the Township streets during the last several winter storms.
Sanitation: Dennis R. Arthur, Chairman:
Monthly Report for January 2011
Total 

21,440,000 gals.
Average:
 
691,613 gallons

Total Raw Sludge:
227,207 gals.


Total methane gas: 
132,035 cu/ft

   Total sludge removed: 
28000 gals' 

Average solids 
2.78   Delcora 28,000 gals

Sewer complaint 

NONE

Operational Problems:

1/20/11
 Snow removal

Equipment Problems:

1/5/2011
Pored new concrete base under pump 1 - 2 at 4th & Chippewa

2/11/2011
Clinger Corp. re placed breaker & transformer in chlorine building


Miscellaneous items:

1/11

Service all police vehicles.

1/2011

Worked on yearly report for Chapter 94 report

2/26/2011
Informed Mr. Arthur what we were doing to comply with data logging of pumping station.
Robert J Bernauer

Superintendent
Health & Recreation: Pat Barr, Chairman

Board of Health:
The Township will hold its annual Rabies Clinic in May on either the 7th or 21st.  
ON A MOTION by Pat Barr, seconded by Dennis Arthur, to appoint Antoinette Meindl to the Board of Health by a unanimous roll call vote.  
Recreation Board

Mr. Barr reported that sign-ups for T-Ball (5 and under), baseball (6 to 15 year olds) and softball (up to 16 years old) are in progress.  

Hockey playoffs start soon and basketball is nearly done.
Airport:  Lisa Edmiston, Chairman
Mrs. Edmiston had nothing to report.
Solicitor’s Report:  Sam S. Auslander, Esq.

Mr. Auslander reported that there are a number of tax assessment appeals pending.  The assessment on the hangar for American Airlines, currently before Judge Kenny, is close to being settled and may be complete by next month.
Lester Enterprises vs. Henderson Properties, is presently before Judge Proud.  Lester Enterprises is seeking to gain access to their landlocked piece of property through a piece of property owned by Henderson Properties.  This action has been stayed for another month at the Commonwealth Court level.

Mr. Auslander reported that Tinicum Township’s challenge to the FAA’s Record of Decision will be filed on February 23rd, 2011 by Ms. Lichman.

Mr. Auslander noted that he and Mr. Schreiber met with Comcast to discuss the renewal of the Township’s Cable Television Franchise Agreement.  The Township hopes to have a draft of the new agreement by next month.

Mr. Giancristoforo asked Mr. Auslander to contact the owner of the former Willows Building to ask them to demolish the building, as they promised to do.  Mr. Schreiber and Mr. MacCombie stated that demolition permits have been issued.

 Engineer’s Report:  James W. MacCombie, P.E.

Mr. MacCombie reported that a permit was issued for the old Willows Building to be demolished.
Manager’s Report:  David Schreiber 
February 2011

Grant Application for a New Street Sweeper - At the request of the Board, the Engineer's office and I have researched what funding opportunities might be available to replace the current street sweeper that is used jointly by Tinicum Township and Prospect Park.  The current piece of equipment is ten years old and has had several major repairs done over the past season.  We have found two programs sponsored by the Department of Community and Economic Development that might be suited to this project - the Shared Municipal Services Program and the Local Government Municipal Resources and Development Program.  With approved funding from both of these programs, each municipality would be responsible for a $25,000 match for a $200,000 piece of equipment.  I will pursue these programs if the board is so inclined.

 At the Boards request, I have asked Mr. MacCombie's office to finalize the proposed parking facility that has been discussed for the property the Township acquired from Westinghouse/Viacom on Second St.  Mr. MacCombie's office will have a plan for the board's review by March's workshop meeting.

Mr. Auslander and I met with a representative of Comcast to discuss the renewal of the Township's franchise agreement.  The Township's agreement with Comcast expires this year.  We will have a draft for the board's consideration at the March meeting.

On December 2nd, the Board attended a hearing of Philadelphia City Council's Joint Committee on Legislation and Oversite and Transportation and Public Utilities.  Township Board members and Philadelphia Council Members will be meeting again on March 18 so that Council members can take a tour of our town to see how and what areas will be affected by the proposed CEP.  This meeting is intended to provide Council members with a more personal look at what may potentially be lost instead of just looking at facts and figures on a map.

Secretary’s Correspondence

-
Request for use of Governor Printz Park for a Wedding Ceremony
ON A MOTION by Dennis Arthur, second by Pat Barr to approve the request of Latoria Kirksey to use Governor Print Park for her wedding ceremony on Saturday, August 20th, 2011 from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. by a unanimous roll call vote
-
Letter from Eugene T. Taylor, Jr., Chief of County Investigators

This letter was sent to the Tinicum Township Police Department in appreciation for the exceptional assistance that was provided to the members of the Cape May County Major Crimes Unit and the Wildwood Police Department during the investigation and apprehension of homicide suspect Jason Thorn.

-
Letter from Terri G. Borzillo

This letter was to commend Police Officer Brain Reilly for his help when Mrs. Borzillo’s cell phone battery died, and she was looking for a pay phone to call her husband, who was arriving at the airport on a different flight later that night. 

-
Letter from Patrick O’Connell, Chairman Streets & Sanitation Committee, Prospect Park
This letter was to extend gratitude to the Township of Tinicum, Highway Superintendent Walter Lee and his staff for their assistance and cooperation during a recent winter weather event in January.

One of their trucks broke down, which left the staff with only one truck to tackle the severe icing conditions and snow plowing.

Highway Superintendent Walt Lee offered the services of his department’s resources to assist.

-
Letter from Fox-Smith VFW 4845
ON A MOTION by Michael Messina, second by Pat Barr to approve the use of the Log Cabin and Westinghouse Grove on Saturday, April 9th or rain date of Saturday, April 16th for our Annual Easter Egg Hunt held by Fox-Smith VFW 4845 by a unanimous roll call vote.

-
Letter from Tinicum Township Historical Society
ON A MOTION by Dennis Arthur, second by Pat Barr to approve the use of Governor Printz Park for the 2011 Flea Market and antique car show on the 2nd Saturday in June by a unanimous roll call vote.  

Other Business
There was no other business.
Adjourn of the Business Portion of Meeting

ON A MOTION by Dennis Arthur, second by Pat Barr to adjourn the business portion of this meeting by a unanimous voice vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jean L. McCoy

Township Secretary







